
COMMONWEALTH OP KENTUCKY 

nmoRU: Tim P u w c  SERVICE COMMISSION 

In tho Matter o f i  

PETITION OF SOUTH CENTRAL BELL ) 
TELEPIIONE COMPANY FOR CONFIDENTIAL ) 
TRICATMENT OF INPORMATION FILED IN ) CASE NO. 
SUPPORT OF ITS PROPOSED SPECIAL 1 93-169 
PROMOTION RELATINO TO SYNCHRONET i 
SICRVICE/DIOITAL DATA ACCEES SERVICE ) 

O R D E R  

Th16 mattor arising upon potition of EellSouth 

Tolocommunioations, Inc. d/b/a South Central Boll Telephone Company 

("South Central U o l l ~ ~ )  filod MAY 5, 1993 pursuant to 807 KAR 51001, 

Section 7, for confldontlal protection of the cost support data 

contalnod in Attaohmont E to the request on the grounds that 

diBClOEUr0 Of tho information 16 llkoly to CauIIO Sooth Central Bell 

compotltivo injury, an8 lt appearing to thls Commission a~ followst 

South Contral Doll ha8 proposed a opeclal promotion of 

BynchroNot service an8 Digital Data ACCOEA Sarvlco. The purpose of 

the promotion IE to waive non-recurrlng ChArpeA Por cuetomeen who 

1nEtAll thoee EOrViCOO undor COfltCAOt pork& Of 36 monthe or 

groatar. In support of its proposal, South Central Bell has 

provldod A n  Attachmont E to it6 rOqU06t Cost data which it seOk6 to 

protoct a6 confldentlal. 

Tho information sought to be protocted is not known outslde 

Of South COntrPl Bell And 16 not diEEOminAted within South Contral 

Boll oxcopt to thoro .mplOyO.S who have A lopitinuto buoinoor n0.d 

to know And Act upon the intormation. South Central Sell seekr to 



proaerve and protect the Confidentiality of the information through 

all appropriate meann, including the maintenance of appropriate 

security at ita oericea. 

KRS 61.872(1) requires information filed with the Cornmineion 

to be availablo for public innpaction unless specifically exempted 

by statute. EXemptiOnS from this requirement are provided in KRS 

61.878(1). That section of the statute exempts 11 catagoriea of 

information. One category exempted in subparagraph (E) of that 

section is commercial information confidentially disclosed to the 

Commission. To qualify for that exemption, i t  must be eetablished 

that diacloaure of the information is likely to cauae substantial 

competitive harm to the party from whom the information was 

obtained. To satiafy this teat, the party claiming confidentiality 

muat demonstrate actual competition and a likelihood of substantial 

competitive injury iP the information is disclosed. Competitive 

injury occurs when dinclosure of the information gives competitors 

an unfair busineaa advantage, 

South Central Bell'e compotitors for SynchroNet service and 

Digital Data Accesm Service are alternate service providers of 

fiber, microwave, and small satellitoa. These competitors could 

us0 the domend and resulting costa shown in the cost etudy to 

determine which markete within the Bellsouth territory are the most 

lucrative and which are not profitable. Compotitors could use this 

information in developing market ntrategies to the detriment of 

South Central Bell. TherePore, the informstlon should be protected 

as confidential. 
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This Commission being otherwise sufficiently advised, 

IT IS ORDERED that the cost support data contained in 

Attachment 8 to ita request, which South Central Bell hae 

petitioned be withheld from public dieclosure, shall be held and 

retained by this Commission as confidential and shall not be open 

for public inspection. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 1st day of June, 1993. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

* h a i  V ce C a rman 

ATTEST a 

xec t ve D rector 


